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While Black women’s intellectual history continues to grow as an important subfield in 
historical studies, there remains a gap in scholarship devoted to the topic. To date, major 
volumes on American intellectual history tend to exclude the words, ideas, and contribu-
tions of these influential individuals. A Seat at the Table: Black Women Public Intellectuals 
in US History and Culture seeks to fill this void, presenting essays on African American 
women within the larger context of American intellectual history. Divided into four parts, 
the volume considers women in politics, art, government, journalism, media, education, 
and the military. Essays feature prominent figures such as Shirley Chisholm, Oprah Win-
frey, journalist Charlotta Bass, and anti-abortion activist Mildred Fay Jefferson, as well as 
lesser-known individuals.
     The anthology begins with a discussion of the founders in Black women’s public intellec-
tualism, providing a framework for understanding the elements, structure, and concerns 
central to their lives and work in the nineteenth century. The second section focuses on 
leaders in the Black Christian intellectual tradition, the civil rights era, and modern politics. 
Part three examines Black women in society and culture in the twentieth century, with 
essays on such topics as artists in the New Negro era; Joycelyn Elders, a public servant and 
former surgeon general; and America’s foremost Black woman influencer, Oprah. Lastly, 
part four concerns Black women and their ideas about public service—particularly military 
service—with essays on service members during World War II and the post-WWII military. 
Taken as a whole, A Seat at the Table is an important anthology that helps to establish the 
validity and existence of heretofore neglected intellectual traditions in the public square.

HETTIE V. WILLIAMS is associate professor of African American history in the Department 
of History and Anthropology at Monmouth University. Williams is the current president 
of the African American Intellectual History Society (AAIHS) and author or editor of five 
books including Race and the Obama Phenomenon: The Vision of a More Perfect Multiracial 
Union, published by University Press of Mississippi. MELISSA ZIOBROS is specialist profes-
sor of public history. She serves as editor for New Jersey Studies: An Interdisciplinary Jour-
nal, a joint venture of the New Jersey Historical Commission, Rutgers University Libraries, 
and Monmouth University.
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